CHAPTER  IX.
THE   COMPOUNDING-   OF   INDIA-KUBBEK.
OWING to its elastic nature india-rubber lends itself with
great facility to admixture with a variety of substances both
organic and inorganic, and the preparation of rubber com-
pounded with mineral matters forms a large part of the
factory routine, and, indeed, in many works none but such
compounded goods are turned out. Although in a good
many cases the main reason for such compounding is the
desire to reduce the price of the goods, yet this is by 110
means the only reason, and the admixture of cheap mineral
matter with the rubber cannot, therefore, correctly be
described as adulteration. There are many classes of
goods where the use of rubber alone would be not only                       i
wasteful, but positively disadvantageous, and in such cases                       I
the mineral constituents confer decided benefits over and
above their effect in reducing the price to the buyer.
Having said thus much it must, however, be added in the
interests of truth that the capacity of the rubber for taking
up mineral matter lias been utilised in many cases to a
far greater extent than can be considered expedient either
in the interests of the purchaser or for the welfare of the
trade. Where the difference in price between the rubber
and the mineral is so great, it is not surprising that close